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Greetings to all former Sea Tiger members 
(DUKW’s, LARC’s, BARC’s, PBR’s, Whalers, 
and associated Military Police). This is the 
April 2017 issue of the newsletter. 
Subsequent issues published quarterly. 
 
FROM THE PRESIDENT: 
 
Welcome home. We will have the 2017 reunion 
in Cincinnati from September 5th thru 9th. It will 
be the “Déjà vu all over again” reunion, as we 
will be staying at the same hotel, Holiday Inn 
Cincinnati Airport. Also, Dave Pizzoferrato 
with his PBR 6927 and Ken and Anna Adams 
with their DUKW will also be there. Make sure 
to mark your calendars as I’m sure we will 
have a good time. If you have ideas about 
where to have the 2018 reunion please send 
them along to Bob Ness @ 
robert.ness.3@us.af.mil and we will discuss 
them at our business meeting in Cincinnati. 
Speaking of reunions I would again like to 
thank George and Linda Troxcil for all of their 
hard work hosting our San Diego reunion. We 
all had a lot of fun and a great time.   
 
Currently we are looking for nominations for 
president and vice-president. As many of you 
know Denny Hull has decided to move over 
and let someone else step into the vice-
presidents job. We thank him for his many 
years of service. I will run again for a second 
term, but all are welcome to put their names in 
the hat. Competition is a good thing. 
 
As always, thank you all for your service and 
for being a part of this organization. 
 
Tom Farrell, (856) 562-1797 
tjfarrell458@yahoo.com 

CINCINNATI REUNION: 
 
This year’s reunion in Cincinnati promises to 
be just as much fun as it was the last time we 
were there. We will be having plenty of DUKW 
and PBR rides, plus an outing for the wives, a 
dinner cruise down the Ohio River aboard the 
B&B Riverboats, and much more. 
 
There is much to see and do in Cincinnati. 
Make sure you schedule an extra day or two 
and spend some time taking in the sights of the 
city while you’re there. Some of the more 
interesting attractions include: 
Carew Tower, 49 stories and home to 25 
shops and restaurants. 
Baron’s Brew Bus Tour with stops at 5 local 
breweries. 
Newport on the Levee, a bustling retail & 
entertainment complex. 
Ark Encounter, full-size replica of Noah’s Ark. 
Findlay Market, Ohio’s oldest public market. 
American Sign Museum, celebrating 50 years 
of neon sign history. 
 
We also hope to have national coverage of our 
event with Workboat Magazine, one of the 
premier national publications of the maritime 
industry. They have expressed an interest in 
sending a reporter to our reunion. 
 
All in all, this is going to be a great reunion. 
Our HQ will once again be the Ludlow-Bromley 
Yacht Club and all DUKW and PBR rides will 
depart from there. We will also be having a 
BBQ Rib Night which will hopefully include a 
performance by Capt. Ron and his band. Don’t 
miss the boat! Fill out the enclosed sign-up 
form and send it in today to Bob Ness. 
 

The Riverine Reporter 
A publication of the US Army 458th Trans. Co (PBR) 

Sea Tigers Association 
 

Founded 1996 by Lee Helle, US Army, Ret. 
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CORRECTION: 
The January edition of the Riverine Reporter 
featured an article by David Doyle regarding 
the history of the LARC-V. He neglected to 
mention that the 344th Trans. Co. and the 347th 
Trans. Co. were the first LARC units to be 
deployed in Vietnam (May – June 1965). 
                                          Thanks to Joe Heath 
 

MEMBER NEWS: 
 
● Thank you to Bob Brower for his very 
generous donation to the 458th Newsletter 
Fund. Bob has also suggested that he might be 
able to make it to the reunion this September! 
 
● Elections for the 458th Sea Tigers will be 
coming up soon! Please take a moment to fill 
out the form on back of insert page with your 
suggestions. 
 

The Gamewardens Association and 
the USS Zumwalt 
Courtesy of RFN Magazine (Thanks to Bob Brower) 
 
You may recall that last spring we introduced 
you to the Gamewardens Association, NMW 
Chapter, River Patrol Force TF-116 and their 
Mark II PBR (May/June 2016 issue). This 
incredible association has refurbished their 
PBR and is very active in communities from 
Portland, OR to Seattle, WA giving orientation 
rides on their PBR, sharing their stories and 
educating people about Operation Game 
Warden and PBR’s. Recently the 
Gamewardens found themselves in the news 
again as they participated in the 
commissioning of the USS Zumwalt DDG-1000 
through their presentation of a shadow box and 
captured SKS rifle. NW Chapter Association 
President Bob Brower, 458th Trans. PBR 
CO/Cat Lo, RVN, spoke at the presentation 
along with Gamewardens Association 
President Dave Larsen. He later reported back 
to his chapter and to Gamewardens across the 
country. “It was indeed my honor to represent 
you at this distinguished gathering to honor 
Vice Admiral Elmo “Bud” Zumwalt, Jr. who 
understood the sacrifices of those who served 
under him. He also was the youngest CNO to 
have ever been appointed at 40 years of age 
and is still the youngest CNO to have ever 

served our nation and its Navy.” Mr. Brower 
praised Admiral Zumwalt saying, “From all I 
have ever read about him he was fair, honest, 
and sought noble purposes. 
This was a group effort from the start and 
included Gamewarden members from all over 
the United States. The shadow box was 
painstakingly built over a six-month period by 
Chief Richard Lutes (Ret.) of Maine and 
contained a beret from Steve Watson, 
photographs and other memorabilia. Larry 
Griffiths of American Products in Auburn, WA 
worked the plexiglass cover on the SKS 
display case and Dave Day, crew chief on a 
UH1 helicopter with the Army, welded the SKS 
together for the presentation. The rifle was 
given by Commander, then Lt. Larry 
Bissonnette, commanding officer of River 
Division 593. Mr. Brower explained, “It was 
captured by a patrol led by Lt. Jg. Scott 
Beachy, taken to a shop on base where it was 
cleaned and chromed.” So as a parting gift to 
Lt. Bissonnette, they gave it to him. When I 
was looking for something to go above the CIC 
here on the Zumwalt, Larry said, “you know, 
I’ve looked it a lot of years here in my living 
room. It’s time to get some real use.” The 
shadow box and rifle display case were 
presented to Capt. Kirk, commanding officer of 
the USS Zumwalt and his officers and crew on 
October 14th in Baltimore Harbor. 
 
Mr. Brower reminded the audience, “When you 
see the rifle you remember that these are 
combat stations of combat ships. We wish you 
well and leave you with an old saying, we gave 
you history, you give us a future. Hooah.” All 
present, approximately 300 crew and prior 
PBR sailors responded, “Hooah.” 

 
USS Zumwalt 
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Commissioning of the USS Zumwalt 
By Bob Brower 
 
How I was chosen to work and later give the 
speech for Gamewardens was really a tribute 
for all brown water sailors. Like the Sea Duty 
Service Ribbon, it included all of the units. In 
conversations with the Zumwalt’s CO and 
CmdCM, they were not surprised to know that 
the Army had a relevant position to fulfill for the 
river/coastal was to keep up the pressure on 
the VC. Small boat units like the 1099th, Tugs 
and LCM/LCU and others like the 458th 
supported outposts that needed supplies and 
patrolling. 
 
At the Rat’s Nest, I instituted an annual Open 
House. At Boeing, I often would need to build 
“Story Boards” so that the work effort could be 
better understood for any given project. That 
learning of how best show the project and it’s 
significates spilled over to the Open House. 
The guys and people who attended were taken 
by them. So, I was asked by National President 
Dave Larson to get it together. So I contacted 
the officers and they also approved giving me 
the job. In speaking to the CmdCm’s they were 
also looking for a captured weapon… and that 
also became part of the Gifts to the Ship. 
 
I did not expect to do anything else but to 
deliver the articles to Baltimore. The month 
before, in September, Dave indicated that he 
would like me to help with presentation. 
 
Then, as I was in NJ for a family wedding, he 
said that I had one other thing to do… be the 
main speaker. Dave has not been in the best of 
health so I was chosen due to my 
knowledge/association with the Gamewardens. 
I have also been witness to some horrific true 
stories about some of my own men here in the 
NW as well as others during the movie shot out 
here and the NW reunion 3 years ago. 
 
So, I cobbled together basically what I said… 
and that is that. 
 
The 458th is mentioned in the speech and in 
the article. I have been asked several times 
over the course of time why the 458th PBR’s 
were not utilized more than just a defensive 

operation. My take on it is that we, like the 
Navy, followed orders and we did the best we 
could, no more or different than you would 
have in the Navy. 
 

PBR RETRIEVER’S  
 
Well, I seem to learn something new every 
day! Tom Wonsiewicz was on Facebook 
recently and ran across a veteran named 
Stephen Dall, who used to be a 458th member 
at Fort Story, VA. At that time, he was 
stationed on LARC XV’s. Prior to that, though, 
he was in the Navy and served in Vietnam 
aboard specially converted LCM’s that were 
designed to transport PBR’s! 

 
PBR in well deck of LCM-8 

 
These modified LCM’s transported PBR’s from 
repair stations at Da Nang and Tan My (PBR 
Mobile Base 1) to outlying points as Cua Viet, 
and the Cua Dai rivers. PBR main propulsion 
jet pumps were easily damaged by ocean salt 
water which necessitated the boats being 
carried by another craft to their duty stations. 
These transport LCM’s were classed as mini-
docks and each had a boat ramp in the well 
deck. The voids (built-in float chambers under 
the well deck) would be systematically flooded, 
allowing the front end of the craft to sink. A 
PBR would then be floated in or out of the well 
deck. The pumping mechanism would then be 
reversed to clear the water out of the voids, 
restoring the craft to normal floating position. 
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458th Supply Room 
 

Ray Simpson has a very good selection of 
458th memorabilia, T-shirts, hat, polo shirts, 
pins, etc. on hand. All of these items will also 
be available at the Cincinnati reunion in Sept. 
 

LARC T-Shirts $20 
PBR T-Shirts  $20 
PBR Polo Shirts $25 
PBR Denim Shirts $40 
LARC Cap  $10 
PBR Vietnam Cap $16 
LARC Belt Buckle $35 
PBR Belt Buckle $35 
458 LARC Pin $7.50 
458 PBR Pin  $7.50 
PBR Pocket Patch $7.50 
Sea Tiger Patch $7.00 
458 Challenge Coin $12.00 
PBR “180” Prints $20.00 

 

Prices do not include shipping. To order please 
contact Ray at raynos@flash.net or give him a 
call at (512) 415-6966.  To have a photo sheet 
of items available emailed to you, contact Mike 
Hebert @ michaelhebert@cox.net.  
 
PROOFREADER NEEDED: 
 

I recently read “Bleachers” by the noted author 
John Grisham. On page 149 one of the 
characters was telling the story of his service in 
Vietnam: 
 

“I was on a PBR on the Bassac River. (Must 
have been Navy!). There were six of us on this 
stupid little boat about twice the size of a nice 
bass rig, and our job was to patrol up and 
down the river and make trouble. Anything that 
moved, we shot it. We were idiots. A cow gets 
too close, target practice. A nosy farmer raises 
his head up from the rice paddy, we’d start 
firing just to watch him hit the mud. Our 
mission each day had no tactical purpose 
whatsoever, so we drank beer, smoked pot, 
played cards, and tried to entice the local girls 
to go boatin’ with us. 
 
One day we’re half asleep, it’s hot, we’re 
sunbathin’, nappin’ like a bunch of turtles on a 
log, when, suddenly, all hell breaks loose. 

We’re takin’ fire from both sides of the river. 
Heavy fire. An ambush. Two guys were below. 
I’m on the deck with three others, all of whom 
get hit immediately. Dead. Shot before they 
could get their guns. Blood flying’ through the 
air. Everybody screamin’. I’m flat on my 
stomach, , unable to move when a fuel barrel 
gets hit. Damned thing wasn’t supposed to be 
on deck, but what did we care? We were 
invincible because we were eighteen and 
stupid. The thing explodes. I manage to dive 
into the river without getting burned. I swim up 
to the boat and grab a piece of camouflage 
that’s hangin’ over the side. I hear my two 
buddies screamin’ inside the boat. They’re 
trapped, smoke and fire everywhere, no way 
out. I stay underwater as long as I can. 
Whenever I pop up for air, the gooks spray 
gunfire all around me. Heavy gunfire. They 
know I’m in the water holding my breath. This 
goes on for a long time while the boat burns 
and drifts with the current. The screamin’ and 
coughin’ finally stops down in the cabin, 
everybody’s dead but me. 
 
The gooks are out in the open now, walking 
along the banks on both sides, out for a 
Sunday stroll. All fun and games. I’m the last 
guy alive, and they’re waitin’ for me to make a 
mistake. I swim under the boat, pop up on the 
other side, take some air, bullets everywhere. I 
swim to the rear, grab the rudder for a while, 
come up for air, hear the gooks laughin’ as 
they spray me. 
 
I spent a year on a PBR in Vietnam – never 
saw a rudder anywhere! And THIS from John 
Grisham! Oh well… If you want to find out how 
this story ends, check out the book from your 
local library, or email me. I can scan it for you. 
                                                             Mike 

 
There seems to be a strange new trend going on 

lately at the office. 
People have started naming the food in the 

company refrigerator.  
Today I ate a tuna sandwich named Kevin
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Reunion 5 Sept. 2017 – 9 Sept. 2017, Cincinnati OH 
 
The annual reunion of the 458th Sea Tigers Association will be held Tues. September 5 thru Sat. September 9 
2017 in Cincinnati, Ohio. Lodging has been arranged at the Holiday Inn Cincinnati Airport, Erlanger, Ky. Room 
rates are $98.00 per night plus 11.3% tax, including a breakfast buffet for two. This rate is available for 3 days 
prior to the reunion and 3 days after the reunion for those of you who might like to take some extra time to visit 
the many area attractions. Reservations can be made by calling 1-888-294-5067 between 7am-11pm 
EST. Inform Operator you are part of the “458th Sea Tigers Reunion. Check in time is 2:00 pm, check out time 
is 11:00 noon. Cut-off date for reservations is August 15, 2017. Cancellations can be made up to 72 hours 
before intended arrival. There may be exceptions in case of an emergency.   
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

458 th Sea Tigers Association Reunion 2017 
Registration Form Sign-Up Sheet 

 
Please feel free to bring as many guests as you like! 
Please print your name(s) as you want them to appear on your name tag(s). 
 
Name________________________________________________________ Phone______________________________ 
 
Address_______________________________________________________City/State___________________________ 
 
Spouse/Guest Name(s) _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CURRENT E-MAIL ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prices below are Per Person taxes and gratuity included.     Unit:  US Army Sea Tigers _________  US Navy _________ 
 
Registration Fee $20.00 (Onetime fee not per person)                                                                             = $ 20.00______ 
                                                        
Tuesday, Sept. 5 TH  
7:00 pm                                      Informal buffet dinner at hotel.                        $28 x _____= $_______________ 
                                                        
Wednesday 6th 
Dinner on a River Boat 
6:00 pm -9:30 pm                    Dinner plus transportation                                $65 x ______= $_______________ 
  Dinner only                                                             $50 x _____=$____________ 
 
Thursday 7th 
9:00 am - 10:30 am  Business meeting for members  
9:00am-?   Sightseeing for ladies                                         $20 x ______=$____________ 
 
Friday 8th 
6:00-9:00pm               Banquet at hotel                                                      $34 x _____= $_______________                  
                                                      
                  PBR/DUKW Fuel donation                                                    $_____________ 
                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
REGISTRATION DEADLINE is Tuesday, Aug.  4, 2017                                    Grand Total =  $____________                                                                                                   
 
Make check to: 458th Sea Tigers Association 
 
Send This Copy and Payment to: 
Robert L. Ness, Secretary 
108 Tewa Dr., Security, CO 80911 
Questions: Please call Bob @ 719-390-3283 Home or 719-201-3526 Cell 
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Elections: 
 
Sea Tiger officer elections are coming up this 
year. If you would like to volunteer or nominate 
someone, please complete form below and 
send to Bob. 
 
President: ____________________________ 
 
Vice-President: ________________________ 
 
Send to the following: 

Robert L. Ness, Secretary 
108 Tewa Drive, Security, CO 80911 

Questions:  
Please call Bob @ 719-390-3283 (Home) 

Or 719-201-3526 (Cell) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 This section left blank 
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458th MINI-REUNION: 
By Tom Wonsiewicz 
 
On a sunny, warm, Wednesday in February, 
2017 a mini-reunion of 458th veterans was 
held during the happy hour at Coconut Jack's 
in Bonita Springs, Florida. Pictured are Deb 
and Ted Faurbo, Larry and Ruth Fosler, Tom 
and Lois Wonsiewicz and Willy and Carolyn 
Powell. 
 

 
 
Larry's link to the 458th adds to our 
understanding of the past. He joined the 
Marines early and served a five-year hitch. 
Shortly after mustering out, he joined the Army 
and was assigned to the 458th Amphibious 
Truck Co. (DUKW) stationed at Camp Leroy 
Johnson, in downtown New Orleans. Larry 
recalls doing 30-day training runs, taking the 
DUKWs from the Big Easy east to Port St. Joe, 
Florida--with a stop midway at Theodore, 
Alabama. 
 
When the base was closed, the 458th shipped 
out by train to Ft. Story, VA and the DUKWs 
were traded out for LARC-Vs. When the 458th 
shipped out for Vietnam in September, 1966, 
Larry was held back as his wife was expecting 
their third child. Ten days after the successful 
birth he shipped out to Vietnam and was 
assigned to the 344th Tans Co.--LARC. He 
was stationed for a short time at Vung Ro 
where he has a clear memory of meeting Ed 
Bell. 
 
It’s a small world. 

 

NEW BOOK FROM THE 458th 
  
We are proud to announce another writer has 
emerged from the 458th in addition to Richard 
Leibel and Ted Faurbo. Tom Wonsiewicz has 
just had his memoir “Reflections” published 
and it is available on Amazon.com for $12.95. 
 

 
 
This is a very well-written account of LT 
Wonsiewicz’ year in Vietnam. Order your copy 
today. We also hope to have copies available 
at the reunion. 
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The 458th Trans. Co in World War II 
by Richard E. Leibel 
                    … Continued from Winter 1017  
 

Other items of interest or disinterest as the 
case may be… 
 
Two of the guys who became my best friends 
were Sgt. Doug Parker and S/Sgt. Ken 
Jacobson. Doug lost the sight in one of his 
eyes and Ken had bad ankles. (He would often 
sprain one or the other of them.) Doug was 
from Grand Prairie, TX. His girl, Peggy, came 
to visit him. They were married in the Ft Lewis 
Chapel... I was the Best Man at their wedding. I 
can't recall Ken's home town. Both were great 
guys. 
 
This next true story amounts to cruelty and 
abuse by the US Government. As far as I am 
concerned, these two guys should never have 
been drafted into the Army. I cannot remember 
their names but I have never forgotten their 
circumstances. Both cases were similar. Both 
were in the DEML because they were chronic 
AWOL’ers but not your ordinary AWOL’ers. 
Both were local people - married and the father 
of two young toddlers. They were desperately 
needed at home. Their wives had to stay home 
with the babies so they were not able to earn 
any money. Since l had a few extra bucks I 
would loan them a few bucks. I say loan 
because if they had any surplus cash they 
would give it back. Most the time, it could be 
considered a gift. I was glad to be able to help 
them. 
 
Another weird story is about our company 
clerk. His name was John Armentrout. He held 
the rank of Corporal but he did the work of a 
Master Sergeant because of the size of our 
company. It was much larger than the average 
Army units and we were always having 
personnel coming and going. John was kept 
very busy. He was brilliant and cheerful and 
efficient. Our company commander was 
constantly applying for John to be promoted 
and the promotion application was always 
being denied for unknown reasons. 
 
The US Army would give shots (not bourbon or 
scotch but medicinal serum) to the troops to 

prevent various diseases. One time we were 
given a shot for some unknown malady. 
Unfortunately over half of the company 
contracted yellow jaundice. The ones who 
were afflicted turned various shades of yellow. 
Our company commander had the worst case. 
He was almost the color of a canary - including 
his eyes. We were told that it was a bad batch 
of serum. Well, maybe it was and maybe it 
wasn't. The Army was very efficient and fast in 
giving shots, although it wasn't the most 
foolproof method. One medical corpsman 
would take a wadded up piece of gauze and 
dip it in alcohol and rub the moistened gauze 
on your arm. He would not re-dip the gauze 
until an indefinite number of arms had been 
sanitized. The last few arms, before re-dipping 
the gauze, had very little alcohol applied to the 
injection site. A second corpsman would then 
inject the serum into your arm using a large 
hypodermic syringe. The syringe was about 
3/4" in diameter and about 4" long with 
graduation marks etched into the glass portion 
of the syringe. The corpsman would then stick 
the needle into the sanitized or sometimes 
near the sanitized area of your arm and push 
the plunger of the syringe to the next line on 
the syringe without changing or even sanitizing 
the needle. He would repeat the procedure 
until the needle would become too dull to use. 
This is why I say the method of inoculation 
rather than the serum itself caused so many to 
suffer from yellow jaundice. 
 
During the summer of 1943, my name was 
chosen. That ended the Ft. Lewis portion of my 
Army career. I hurriedly closed my checking 
account and sent a check of more than 
$400.00 to my parents. They needed it with all 
the bad luck they were experiencing at this 
time. $400.00 was a lot of money in 1943. It 
was more than ½ the price of a good new car, 
if they were still making them, which they were 
not. I also worried somewhat about the two 
young families that I was helping. I also 
learned a lesson in saving money. You work 
two jobs - you not only have more earnings 
but, more importantly, you have but little time 
to spend it. 
 

                                    … Continued Fall 2017 
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Memories of Serving with the 458th  
by Ted Faurbo 
 
Besides torching the barrels we had to sweep 
the outhouses and clean the showers. It took 
about a half-day and the rest of the day you 
were off to do as you please. After a while, 
even if I were the only one to volunteer, Sarge 
would not let me do it. He would assign it to 
other guys. 

 
Shit Burners 

 
More on Camp Life 
Another shot inside the tent, two mama sans 
gabbing. Our mama sans did our laundry, 
made beds, swept the tent floor, and did our 
sewing, etc. Laundry was sometimes done in 
the showers because that is where the water 
was. Often you went to take a shower and the 
mama sans were there, you just took your 
shower, and they kept on washing. 

 
Camp Showers 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Here I am pulling KP. We did not have to do 
anything but supervise the Vietnamese who did 
all the work. 
                                    … Continued Fall 2017
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