
Martin Gayland Newton was born November 28, 1951, in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. From an early age he had a love for the outdoors and 
digging in the dirt. As a young boy scout, Marty took pride in his ability 
to live off of the land and always jumped at the chance to gather 
firewood, even when no fire was needed.  He earned his 50-mile-hike  
Scout merit badge by hiking from the south end of Angelina National 
Forest to the north end; a goal accomplished in one week. 

People gravitated towards Marty’s calm and tender spirit and he 
welcomed everyone with an open and loving heart. Marty seemed to have 
a special connection with anyone that he met, a quality inherited from his 
father who lovingly called him "George" upon occasion.  Marty was always 
able to relate to people in such a way that made you feel special and 
unique. 

He joined the Army at age seventeen and served in the Vietnam War. 
Some of his most memorable stories where told about his days on the 
Vietnam riverboats. Marty enjoyed the mountains, camping and fishing. 
He would say that his favorite vacation was when he drove from 
Stephenville, Texas to Vancouver and camped at Yellowstone National 
Park, white water rafted in Oregon and saw the most beautiful mountain 
sunsets. 

Marty graduated from Tarleton State University in 1987 with a degree in 
Agriculture. He pursued a career in farm and ranch, a career that could 
not have been more suiting. Marty loved living on his farm and tending to 
his livestock, growing his own vegetables and planting beautiful gardens. 

He leaves to mourn his son, Jake D. Newton and wife, Kim, and his 
granddaughter, Lily, his daughter, Kyndell  Moore and her husband, Josh, 
and his son, David, along with sisters, Rebecca Kellogg and Nancy 
Newton, as well as his mother, Eunice M. Newton.

Marty accomplished many things in his lifetime, but he was most proud 
of being a father and loved his three children more than anything. It is 
through his three children’s accomplishments that Marty found true 
happiness and peace. 


